LOUISVILLE, KY.
COURIER~JOURNAL

H-227,903

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-

241

S=R0b 37 1967

‘Accusation by Senator

CPYRGHL

| CIA: Wants to ‘Stand Above Law’?

AT R

B Chicago Daily News Service . :
WASIIINGTON—Sen. Sam J. Ervin
Jr., D-N.C,, furious about backstage lobhy-
ing by:the Central Intellizence Agency,
says the CIA wants to “stand above the
law™ B

kick federal employes around (and) deny?
thesn . . . the basic rights which belong
in every Amecrican,” he declared on the
Senate floor Tuesday. ‘
The denunciation by Ervin—a member
4] of the Senate Armed Services Commitice,
4 which has jurisdiction over the ClA--
4| came after the Senate leadership, at the
i request of ClA officials, scratched from
4| Tuesday’'s Senate agenda an Ervin-spon-

“They want the unmitigated right to}.

sored bill to safeguard the rights of fed- |

field said he had postponed action on
the bill until Sept. 19 at the CIA's
request.

Among other things, the bill would pro-
hibit the CIA and the equally secret Na.
tional Sccurity Agency (NSA) from ask-
ing employes or job applicants about
their sex habits, family relations or relig-
ious belicfs as part of lie-detector or psy-
chiatric tests.

Exception Is Proposed

An exception would be in situations
where the directors of the CIA or the
NSA determined “that such questioning
wag_vital to protect national security.

CIA representalives last week notified

several senators, including James O. East-

land, D-Miss.. chairman of the Judiciary
Commit}ce. that they wanted a seeret
hearing'on their objections {o the bill.

The fJudiciary Committee had alrcady §

reportéd the bill by a unanimous vote. .

Apparently with Eastland’s approval, }-
the bill was not recommitted to the copn- §
mittee hut was placed on the Sengte [
agenda for Tuesday, Then, at midmorn- [
ing, the bill was removed from the F

agenda.

Ervin, in his Scnale specch Tuesday, |
read a law forbidding agencies of the oXx- |
ccutive branch 1o attempt to influence |
the passage or defeat of legislation be- | .

fore Congross.

¢ral employes.
Senate Democratic Leader Mike Mans- _
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